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And it’s knowin’ I'm not shackled
By forgotten words and bonds
And the ink stains that have dried

upon some line
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That keeps you in the back roads
By the rivers of my memory

That keeps you ever gentle on my mind
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It’s not clingin’ to the rocks and ivy
Planted on their columns now that

bind me
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Or something that somebody said
because

They thought we fit together walkin’
It’s just knowing that the world
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It’s knowin’ that your door is always
open

And your path is free to walk

That makes me tend to leave my
sleepin’ bag

Rolled up and stashed behind your

couch
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Will not be cursing or forgiving
When I walk along some railroad
track and find
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That you're movin’ on the back roads
By the rivers of my memory

And for hours you're just gentle on
my mind
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Though the wheat fields and the
clothes lines
And the junkyards and the highways

come between us
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And some other woman’s cryin’ to
her mother

’Cause she turned and I was gone
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I still might run in silence

Tears of joy might stain my face
And the summer sun might burn me
till I'm blind
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My beard a rustlin’ coal pile
And a dirty hat pulled low across my
face
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Through cupped hands 'round a tin
can

I pretend to hold you to my breast
and find

That you're waitin’ from the back
roads
By the rivers of my memory

)

Ever smilin’, ever gentle on my mind
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But not to where I cannot see
You walkin’ on the back roads
By the rivers flowin’ gentle on my

mind
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I dip my cup of soup back from a
gurglin’ cracklin’ cauldron

In some train yard

KOBRA—XP” Brf—g 3 KLU0
L0 IuRQENRS )R QRIS E IR

57 KNSR NRDNAS NI XY L7
NS =N 0 P IR NIEOND N » K&
VT,T»«}X@,T»\l,PTZﬁ_Lf O 400
TRT A0~ | REERISO TN N - 4
ENY RAQDN =N T NI N TN .
Lm e NR =2 8 RU 1Y Kt v NR —Q
CLUNK =P N KEEE R RON v — SR
OARTADNN Y N RBEOE LY
K s RACD—GDH KX NREN D -
DR—RR - LINK— P ANXBETE N
— M ERAT D 42°
DNAN - F AN RRQD =" m
mauxAﬁﬁ0@§n‘E:§b:é%
OR N == —EQUEAQ R fSTELI° #
HLURF— 4 A KIS O 0T EIdSS 5,
50 & ORI 10" X B
NS — OREERRES P E QRO 5 iz
A HRAQ 1 50 10 ~URRIR 1R 48 00 Q52 40T

L2

75‘5

ooEa O 426 (3K)° (7
oon/e\_\.mwﬁw_mw I_\/u_..mﬁn o
E.ﬂMMﬁU&éﬁa,‘__/?_@h% B
¥ S IWwEy 2
WC._J»T_EH...,®\/2T“71%MWED
Sg @R OR ST h=vig
Sn ) BEER - N g S
RuW » V] T ohm g g
/quﬁ_ﬁwuawvﬁ_mwm
_mM%mN%/Uomu%mew
muw SR o T E N 5
NOR2P SO e s E L

©George Cockle / Record Collectors 136

The rights for Japan licensed To Sony Music Publishing (Japan) Inc.
BAERE(FERS (4) 7551015607-0015

GENTLE ON MY MIND by John Hartford ©Copyright by Sony/ATV Acuff Rose Music

137





